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INTRODUCTION

The data presented herein were collected in 1982 by Lynn Singleton and

other Water Quality Investigations Section (WQIS) staff during receiving
water surveys in Moses Lake. The Ecology Eastern Regional Office (ERO)
asked WQIS to perform the work in order to measure lake water quality

before and after cessation of discharge from the city of Moses Lake

Wastewater Treatment Planl (WIP). Completion of the receiving water
studies was precluded because an ongoing lake restoration program
includes comprehensive post-restoration monitoring. Sampling 1is

scheduled to begin in 1987 and should provide data concerning water
quality improvements.

BACKGROUND

Moses Lake is a 6,800 acre (2,750 ha) impoundment of Crab Creek in
eastern Washington (Figure 1). Although natural in origin, a dam was
installed to control water levels. Moses Lake is eutrophic, with a mean
depth of 18.5 ft. (5.6 m) and a flushing rate of about twice per year.
Two arms of the lake, Parker Horn and Pelican Horn, partially surround

the city of Moses Lake (pop. 11,000).

The lake is fed by Crab Creek, Rocky Ford Creek, small irrigation waste-
ways, and ground water inputs. Release of water occurs at two outlet
structures located at the southern end of the lake. One outlet is oper-
ated by the Bureau of Reclamation, while the other is operated by the
Moses Lake Irrigation District. Several smaller withdrawals from Moses
Lake provide additional irrigation water to area farmers.

Research in the 1960s and 1970s by Eugene Welch (University of
Washington) and others found excessive nutrient loads were encouraging
nuisance algal growths in Moses Lake. Poor irrigation practices in the
basin and direct discharge of Moses Lake WTP effluent to the lake were
major causes of enrichment. Welch and others felt that eutrophication
could be controlled by improved land-use practices in the watershed,
diversion of the WIP discharge, and controlled addition of low-nutrient
Columbia River dilution water to Moses Lake.

A lake restoration project was initiated in 1977. Features of the
restoration program included: 1) implementation of a land-use management
program to improve irrigation-land practices; 2) cessation of WIP dis-
charges to the lake; 3) dilution of nutrient-rich Moses Lake water by
adding nutrient-poor East TLow Canal water to Parker Horn via Rocky Coulee
Wasteway and lower Crab Creek; and 4) diversion of water from Parker Horn
to Pelican Horn via a pipe and pumping facility.

The land-use management program is ongoing and scheduled to continue
through 1989. Participants include the Department of Ecology, Environ~
mental Protection Agency, Soil Conservation Service, Moses Lake Irriga-
tion District, and City of Moses Lake. WTP discharges were terminated in
March 1984 upon construction of a new WIP with land application. Diver-
sion of East Low Canal (i.e., Columbia River) water to Parker Horn during
summer months began in 1977 and pumping of lake water from Parker Horm to
Pelican Horn began in 1982.



METHODS

Water quality samples were collected at 13 stations in the immediate
Moses Lake watershed (Figure 1). Sites 1-10 were located on the lake,
while sites 11-13 characterized tributary inflows. Temperature, pH,
conductivity, dissolved oxygen, and oxidation-reduction potential were
measured in situ with a Hydrolab. Water transparency was determined
using a 20-cm Secchi disk. Water samples were collected with a Kemmerer
bottle, iced, kept in the dark, and transported to the Ecology Environ-
mental Laboratory within 24 hours for analysis as per EPA (1979) and
APHA et al. (1980).

Composite receiving water samples were collected by combining equal
aliquots of water from all depths sampled. Chlorophyll and pheophytin
composites were collected from the euphotic zone, which was taken as two
times the Secchi disk depth. Each composite sample was drawn from at
least three depths. Composite samples were collected from the WIP and
International Titanium Incorporated (ITI) every 30 minutes over a 24~hour
period.

Streamflow mcasurcments in Crab Creek were obtained from records of USGS
gage 12467000 (USGS, 1985). Flow at Rocky Ford Creek was estimated using
the procedure of Buchanan and Somers (1969); current velocities required
for discharge estimation were measured with a Marsh-McRirney current
meter. Flows in the Rocky Coulee Wasteway were approximated by F. Jensen
(Bureau of Reclamation, personal communication). WIP flows were provided
by Roger Ray of Ecology's ERO.

RESULTS

Table 1 presents water quality data [rum Muses Lake and several tributary
streams. Table 2 presents wastewater quality data from Moses Lake WIP
and ITI, which began discharging industrial wastewater to the city sewer
in March 1982. A hihliography of additional studies addressing Moses
Lake water quality can be found in Appendix A.

Flow patterns in 1982 were variable. Dilution water flows exceeded 700
cfs during the June 1982 survey, but ceased August 2 (F. Jensen, Bureau

of Reclamation, personal communication). Diversion of lake water from
Parker Horn to Pelican Horn began July 1, 1982 at a rate of 50 cfs.
Pumping during that vyear ceased October 2. Hence, diversion of low

nutrient waters to Pelican Horn was not occurring during either the June
or September water quality surveys.
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Figure 1. Map of Moses Lake and tributary streanms,
showing location of sampling stations
and City of Moses Lake WTP.
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APPENDIX A. ADDITIONAL MOSES LAKE REFERENCES
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Brown and Caldwell Consulting Engineers, 1980. Draft Environmental
Impact Statement: Moses Lake Restoration Project. Moses Lake
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on the growth of nuisance algae. MS Thesis, Univ. of Wa., Seattle,
WA. 116 pp.

Bush, R. M., 1971. Algal populations in Moses Lake, Washington:
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